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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1-8, 10-16, 32-33, and 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mitchell (US Patent No. 5,799,273). 

2. Regarding claims 1 and 35, Mitchell discloses a system for relating words in an audio file 
to words in a text file, comprising: retrieving a text file comprising a plurality of textual words 
(col 6, lines 20-29); generating an audio file comprising a plurality of audible words based on 
the text file (col. 6, lines 9-19); and storing information relating each audible word to a 
corresponding textual word (col. 6, lines 48-65). 

Regarding claim 2, Mitchell discloses the textual words comprise ASCII text (col. 5, lines 

59-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Mitchell discloses the audio file is stored in the form of a WAV file 
(col. 6, lines 9-29; col. 13, lines 26-30). 

Regarding claim 4, Mitchell discloses the information comprises voice tags embedded in 
the audio file (col. 7, lines 1-30). 

Regarding claim 5, Mitchell discloses the information comprises a file map relating a 
location of each textual word within the text file to a location of the corresponding audible word 
in the audio file (col. 6, line 48 to col. 8, line 3). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 36, Mitchell discloses the method steps are performed by login 
embodied in a computer readable medium (col. 4, line 66 to col. 5, line 36). 

Regarding claims 7, 15, and 32, Mitchell discloses a system for relating words in an 
audio file to words a text file, comprising: retrieving a text file comprising a textual word (col. 6, 
lines 20-29); generating an audible word corresponding the textual word (col. 6, lines 9-19); 
storing the audible word in an audio (col. 6, lines 9-29; col. 13, lines 26-30); storing a file map, 
the file map comprising: a first location locating audible word within the audio file (Figures 3-4; 
col. 6, line 48 to col. 7, line 30); and a second location locating the textual word within the text 
file (Figures 3-4; col. 6, line 48 to col. 7, line 30). 

Regarding claims 8, 16, and 33, Mitchell discloses repeating the steps the method 
plurality of textual words in the text file (col. 5, line 59 to col. 8, line 3; Figures 3-4). 

Regarding claim 10, Mitchell discloses a system for relating words in an audio file to 
words in a text file, comprising: retrieving a text file comprising a plurality of textual words (col. 
6, lines 20-29); generating an audible word corresponding to each textual word, each audible 
word comprising media stream packets (col. 6, lines 9-29); and playing the audible words to a 
user in real time as the audible words are generated (col. 8, line 52 to 10, line 2); and during the 
playing of the audible words, determining a current textual word corresponding audible word 
currently being played (col. 8, line 52 to col. 10, line 2). 

Regarding claim 11, Mitchell discloses the textual words comprise ASCII text (col. 5, 
lines 59-67). 

Regarding claim 12, Mitchell discloses initializing a counter identifying textual words 
within the text file (col. 6, line 48 to col. 7, line 30); and incrementing the counter after each 
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audible word is played (col. 6, line 48 to col. 7, line 30); wherein the step of determining 
comprises identifying the current textual word using the counter (col. 6, line 48 to col. 7, line 
30). 

Regarding claim 13, Mitchell discloses storing information about the audible word, the 
information comprising: an identifier for the textual word corresponding the audible word (col. 
6, line 48 to col. 8, line 3); and a time at which the audible word was played (col. 6, line 48 to 
col. 8, line 3; Figures 3-4). 

Regarding claim 14, Mitchell discloses the method steps are performed by login 
embodied in a computer readable medium (col. 4, line 66 to col. 5, line 36). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 9, 17-31, 34 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mitchell in view of Dionne (US Patent No. 6,068,487). 

4. Regarding claims 9, 17-31, 34 and 37, Mitchell discloses a system which provides a user 
interface for relating words in an audio file to words a text file, comprising: retrieving a text file 
comprising a textual word (col. 6, lines 20-29); generating an audible word corresponding the 
textual word (col. 6, lines 9-19); storing the audible word in an audio (col. 6, lines 9-29; col. 13, 
lines 26-30); storing a file map, the file map comprising: a first location locating audible word 
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within the audio file (Figures 3-4; col. 6, line 48 to col 7, line 30); and a second location locating 
the textual word within the text file (Figures 3-4; col. 6, line 48 to col. 7, line 30). 

Mitchell does not teach that the system identifies an audible word to be spelled in 
response to the command to spell; identifies a textual word in a text file corresponding to the 
audible word to be spelled; and audibly spell the textual word. Dionne teaches a method for 
having a reading machine spell a word, which includes retrieving a word to be spelled, 
displaying letters of the word, spelling the word and provide an text-to-speech output of the word 
(col. 3, lines 8-34). Dionne teaches that the system is useful in assisting individuals with 
learning disabilities or severe visual impairments. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to modify 
the system of Mitchell to provide the spelling of words in the text, to aid in the editing of 
recognized text and in the correcting of recognition errors. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Holt (US Patent No. 5,960,447) 
Kurzweil (US Patent No. 6,199,042). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Angela A. Armstrong whose telephone number is 571-272-7598. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 1 1:30-8:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on 571-272-7602. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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